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In this work we were assisted by Daniel Wells, Jr. (now
of Milwaukee), and having found a small, deserted log hut
standing on the extreme point where the iwo rivers met,
we took possession; it was the only habitation in the entire
subdivision.

I spent the following winter at my Eastern home, with
my parents, but again turned my steps westward in the
spring of 1837, and landed at Green Bay. After a few
weeks, I joined my uncle in Milwaukee, where I had tempo-
rary work in fitting and joining together the sheets which
compose the first map of the Territory of Wisconsin, and
writing in the names of the several counties. It seems that
when the map was engraved, the names and boundaries of
the counties had not been legally established; or, that the
engravers had omitted an important part of their work,
which it became necessary to supply; and so this work of
completing the map came to my hand.!

While thus engaged, I learned that James Duane Doty
(afterwards Territorial governor), who was then living at
Green Bay, desired to engage a surveyor to lay out the
city of Madison, which the Territorial Legislature had, at
its recent session, designated as the future capital. I de-
cided to return to the Bay and apply for the job, and
was informed that the county surveyors from Brown County
and from Mineral Point* had both attempted to do the work,
and were, for some cause not known to me, obliged to aban-
don it. This did not prevent me from making personal
application to Mr. Doty, as I had a good compass and
thought I knew how to use it. He evidently thought that
my youth and inexperience precluded all hope of success,
where older and wiser heads had failed; but I finally se-

1Topographical Map of Wisconsin Territory, published by Samuel Mor-
rison and Elisha Dwelle, of the surveyor general’s office, Cincinnati, and
Joshua Hatheway, of Milwaukee, 1837. This map embraces only the lands
south and east of Wisconsin and Fox rivers —all that had, up to that
time, been purchased from the Indians.— Ep.

2 Moses M. Strong was the Mineral Point surveyor. See Wis. Hist. Colls.s
x, pp. 86-88, for the story of his experiences.— Eb.



